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Facts About
Hunger
• One in six
Berkeley County
children live in
food insecure
households.

• Our Backpack
Program provides
weekly bags of
food to over 650
students.
• You can help
by sponsoring
a child for only
$20 a month.

We prepare bags
every Thursday
while school is in
session at the Shockey Commerce Center
(exit 16). Doors open
at 8:45am. Join us!
Service is
the rent
you pay for
your room
here on earth.
~Muhammad Ali
www.feedbcwvkids.org
P.O. Box 2153
Hedgesville, WV 25427
304-279-2142
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It Takes a Village

A

by Kristie Hadley, Co-Chair,
Board of Directors, Berkeley County BackPack Program

new year always brings new challenges and new beginnings, and the work
of the BackPack Program never stops. Statics show that children who do
not receive proper nutrition tend to have some form of physical limitation. A few
examples of the limitations are: cognitive difficulties, such as poor academic performance, especially among younger students, and a higher drop-out rate in high
school. Medical, social and emotional problems are other examples. These students
get sick more often, have a higher anxiety level, and have difficulty getting along
with peers and adults, as well as possible low self-esteem.
Our mission is to meet the needs of hungry children at times when other resources
are not available, such as weekends and school vacations. Our goal is to help end
childhood hunger in Berkeley County, one BackPack at a time.
The BackPack Program provides supplemental food to 650 students throughout 25
Berkeley County Schools. The BackPack Program is fortunate to have volunteers
who work tirelessly each week, making sure the bags of food are filled and distributed to the proper schools for each student. On a monthly average, it takes approximately $7,030 to supply the necessary food for these students. Our monthly goal for
monetary donations is $8,000.
Food items for the bags comes from different sources. Monthly orders from Sam’s
Club and the Mountaineer Food Bank are purchased at a discount to cover approximately the first three weeks of the month. Food drives hosted by different partner
organizations make up the last week of the month’s distribution. This helps bring
down the cost - along with providing a variety of food choices.
During our summer months, we are fortunate to partner with local orchardists who
provide fresh produce that we are able to supply to the families. This brings healthier
choices for the students.
As you can see, it does take a village to help feed these students here in Berkeley
County. Without the support of our local community, we would not be able to
assist these students. The BackPack Program would like to extend our gratitude
for all the volunteers and organizations that partner with us, to help achieve our
mission of ending childhood hunger here in Berkeley County. If you would like to
learn more about how you can assist the BackPack Program, please email
berkcobpprogram@yahoo.com.

berkcobpprogram@yahoo.
com
The Berkeley County BackPack Program is a 501(c)(3) organization registered with the IRS.
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5th Annual Spaghetti Dinner

or the fifth year in a row, the BackPack Program hosted a Spaghetti Dinner and
Silent Auction fundraiser after the start of the school year in August. Tomahawk Intermediate once again allowed us to hold the event at their school. Thanks
to Dolly McGuire, Head Cook at Tomahawk Intermediate, and her team, delicious
spaghetti, sauce, rolls and salad were enjoyed by all who attended. Homemade
desserts, which the participants savored, were donated by our army of our volunteers. The dinner raised $2,400 and the silent auction raised $1,600 for a total of just
over $4,000, which helped provide funds for the 2016-2017 school year BackPack
bags. The BackPack Program will begin planning the 2017 6th Annual Spaghetti
Dinner soon, so look for details this summer.

What’s for dessert??

SRE Focuses on Community

I

by Lisa Henry
BackPack Program Executive Director

n December, Strategic Resolution
Experts, Inc. donated $5,000 to our
Program, and their employees spent the
morning assembling 650 weekend food bags
for the children of Berkeley County. This
was the second volunteer session to which
Jeannette King, CEO of SRE, brought her
employees. Britt Triplett, COO, said of the
experience, “There are a significant number
of fantastic charity organizations that are
constantly making a huge difference in our
community. The Berkeley County BackPack
program (and similar backpack programs
in other communities) is one that I’ve long
thought is one of the most important. The work that they do so that kids can eat on non-school days is something
that I find to be irreplaceable. It’s sad when anyone in our community goes hungry, but particularly when it includes
kids. To be able to see the operation firsthand, and to spend a morning supporting the backpack preparation process
in hands-on fashion, was truly rewarding.” SRE is a management consulting and IT service management company
in commercial and government sectors. By making a $5,000 donation, SRE is a Level 6 sponsor of the Program! We
thank SRE for their continued support.

T

his Christmas, with the help of the community,
the BackPack Program gave boxes of food and
household goods to our families to help make their
holiday season a little brighter. In addition to the two
large bags of food each student took home prior to
winter break, 165 families received boxes of non-perishable food including foods like canned vegetables,
boxed potatoes, canned meats, stuffing, cake mix, and

applesauce. Thanks to Pasta World of Winchester, each family
received 20 boxes of pasta. The families also received household goods, such as laundry detergent, soap, shampoo, tooth
brushes, toilet paper and cleaning supplies. The Christmas
Project is separate from the feeding program, and no funds
donated to the Program were used for the Christmas Project.
Thanks to the generosity of our community, every family that
requested a Christmas box received one.

“Holes ‘fore’ Hunger” Golf Tournament
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~May 1,2017~

he 4th annual “Holes ‘fore’ Hunger” Golf Tournament will be held on Monday,
May 1, 2017 at The Woods. This event is our biggest fundraiser of the year and
we need your help to continue its success. We are looking for golfers and business
sponsors. Forms can be downloaded from our website at www.feedbcwvkids.org.
Thank you to Chick-fil-A who will once again be providing lunch. You don’t
want to miss dinner afterwards featuring the awesome goodness of The Woods
catering services sponsored by Smallwood and Small Insurance.

So help us ...

...fill the golf carts and spread
the word. Join us on this
beautiful course for a day of
sunshine, friends and food for
a great cause.

Top Food Drives for 2016
Top School: Mountain Ridge Intermediate: 4,608.4 lbs
Top Neighborhood: Spring Mills: 652.54 pounds
Top Drop Box: Reed’s Pharmacy, Hedgesville: 366.4 lbs.
Top Church: Hedgesville Baptist Church: 1,628.6 lbs.
Top Business: AppleCrest Orchards: 2,448 lbs of fresh apples

I

n 2016, our community volunteered for 5,189 hours and drove 33,968
miles to ﬁght childhood hunger. The Berkeley County BackPack Program is 100% volunteer and no reimbursements are paid for mileage. Our
Program has passionate and generous volunteers that willingly give of
themselves each and every week. Another interesting aspect of the BackPack Program is the wide range of ages involved. On school holidays and
evening baggings, students frequently take part. Our Thursday team has
moms, retirees, former bus drivers and even great grandmothers! There’s a
place for anyone who wants to be involved. Join in.
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~ Upcoming Events in 2017 ~

We prepare the food bags every Thursday morning while school is in session at Shockey Commerce Center.
Doors open at 8:45 and we are often done by 10:30. Come on over!
Monday, May 1st- 4th Annual “Holes ‘fore’ Hunger” Golf Tournament at The Woods. Teams and Sponsors are
signing up now!
Saturday, May 20th- The Yard Sale at The Woods
Saturday, August 5th- “Shred” event sponsored by Shepherd University Martinsburg Center and RMS Shredding- more details to come closer to event
Sunday, August 27th- Annual Spaghetti Dinner at Tomahawk Intermediate School from 12-4pm
Be sure to “Like” our Facebook page to stay up to date with event details and additions we might add.

We Love Our Sponsors!

Shockey Properties • Kisner Communications
• Native
Design & Brand Communications •
!1
!1
Food Lion • Eastern West Virginia Community Foundation • Feed to Achieve WVOCN Pilot
Program • ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant • The Arthur Guyton Foundation • Marlowe
Ruritan Club • Tomahawk Christian Church • Our Class St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
• Family Life Church of God • Panda Express • United Way of the Eastern Panhandle • BPO
Elks Lodge • Martinsburg Civitan Club • Smallwood & Small Insurance • Jefferson Distributing Co. Inc. • Martin & Seibert, LC • Macy’s • Mid-Atlantic Pro-Tel • Martin’s • Hedgesville Lions Club • Express Homes, Inc. • Arden United Methodist Church • The Living
Room • St. Joseph School • First Presbyterian Church • St. Leo Catholic Church • One Hope
Ministries • Falling Waters Presbyterian Church • Tabler Presbyterian Church • Golden Rule
Chapter No. 69 • Hedgesville Elementary School PTO • Hedgesville High School Interact
Club • Rotary Club of Martinsburg • Wal-Mart/Sam’s Club • Jefferson Security Bank • RustOleum • GFWC • No Retreat Arms LLC • Building a Better Eastern Panhandle • Bayer Heritage Federal Credit Union • Strategic Resolution Experts, Inc. • United Methodist Women
of Mt. Zion • Bunker Hill United Methodist Church • Ganotown United Methodist Church •
Winchester Avenue Christian Church • B&S Beverages LLC
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