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Facts About
Hunger
• One in six
Berkeley County
children live in food
insecure households.
• Our BackPack
Program provides
weekly bags of food
to over 650 students.
• You can help by
sponsoring a child
for only $20 a
month.

www.feedbcwvkids.org
P.O. Box 2153
Hedgesville, WV 25427
304-279-2142
berkcobpprogram@
yahoo.com

The Berkeley County
BackPack Program is a
501(c)(3) organization
registered with the IRS.

Nobody can do
everything,
but
everyone can do
something.
Author
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A

s I write this letter, we are all awaiting “snowmagedan” and I’m
sure we are all a bit uncertain about what the weekend will bring.
Will we lose power; did I buy enough groceries to get through the
weekend; will the roads be clear when I leave work… Uncertainty can be
an uncomfortable feeling for all of us. For the 650 children we serve, it is
often an everyday occurrence. Their questions are not that much different
than ours, but we will be back to our normal lives by Monday or Tuesday
while their uncertainty will continue.
Our Berkeley BackPack children live in food insecure households. That often
means they do not have enough food, the power may be shut off, and they are
often cold. But because of your support and the support of many, many people in
Berkeley County and beyond, they do know some food will be in their homes this
weekend. This week, volunteers packed 650 bags and delivered them to 25 schools
in our county. We knew there was a possibility that school would be canceled so
each and every bag went home with extra meals and extra snacks. The amazing
thing is – we send bags of food home each and every weekend during the school
year and twice a month during the summer.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, the officers, volunteers, and especially the
children, I’d like to thank you for your continued support. During the last five
years, we have never failed to send food home to families and we have never
turned any child or family away. Our mission is to feed hungry children… one bag
at a time, and with your help and support, we have for the last five years!
It is my honor to work with such a dedicated group of volunteers and to know the
generosity of the people in Berkeley County allows us to help children each week.
Please take a moment to read this newsletter and see some of the wonderful
things we have done during the first semester of the school year and what
we have planned for 2016.
Becky Almeter
Chair, Board of Directors
Berkeley County BackPack Program
Do you have a big heart? • Do you have two hands? • Do you care about kids having
enough to eat—especially on the weekends and when school is out for holidays and the
summer? • Can you sort cans of food and determine if it’s out of date?
If you answered ‘YES’ to any of these questions, you should consider joining
the BackPack leadership team. There are a variety of roles available, with a
range of time commitments, so please consider getting involved. The children of
Berkeley County are counting on us!
Contact: Jennifer Yeater (304-279-2142) or Lisa Henry (304-433-5796)
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Funds + Food Drives =
Full Bellies

O

ne of our key factors in
helping us fill the food
bags week after week is
our community’s support in
collecting & donating food
thru food drives. Whether it’s
a business, staff and students
at a school, neighborhoods, a
church or dropping off food at
one of our collection sites, it
all plays a part in helping fight
childhood hunger. Here are the
Top Food Drives for 2015:

Hats off to Applecrest
Orchard for donating over
1000 pounds of fresh apples
for our weekend food bags!

Top Church Food Drive - The Living
Room collected 1,399.25 lbs

Top Business Food Drive - ARI of
Winchester donated 9,000 pounds of
Capri Sun providing beverages for
more than a year.

Top Neighborhood Food Drive Spring Mills Development collected
693.72 lbs

Top School Food Drive
Musselman Middle School
collected
1,014.58 lbs.

Be sure to “like” our Facebook page “Berk Co BackPack Program” as we feature the Top Food Drive for the week
on our cover page.  You could be our next cover page featured church, business, organization or club!

Smallwood and Small Essay Contest

S

mallwood and Small Insurance of Martinsburg
sponsored a “Choose Your Charity” essay contest in
December. The agency invited community members to
write and submit a short essay about a local organization
they think deserved a donation. The writer was asked to
include why the organization is important to them, how
the organization contributes to the community and how
they became involved with the organization. Smallwood
and Small agents, administrative staff and management
reviewed the submitted essays and voted on the essay
that offered the most compelling call to action. The essay
for Berkeley County BackPack Program, submitted by
Cynthia Barber, received the most votes and was awarded
the $1,000 donation. Thank you, Smallwood and Small,
for your continued support of our Program!

I

Christmas Baskets

n keeping with our mission of feeding
children, this Christmas season the Board
of Directors set a goal of providing baskets
of non-perishable food and household
goods to participating families. Through the
generosity of individuals, schools, churches,
civic organizations, and businesses, 200
families were blessed. The food and
household baskets were supplied in addition
to the weekly 650 individual student bags
distributed in the schools. The Yarn Angels
of Darkesville United Methodist Church
donated handmade hats to add an additional
layer of warmth and good cheer. The
support of the community was vital to the
successful completion of this project.

A Celebration of Community Collaboration!
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by Jennifer Yeater, Executive Director

O

n November 20, 2015, the Berkeley County BackPack Program Board of Directors hosted
a celebration with our community partners who have helped us fight childhood hunger in
Berkeley County over the last 5 years. We gathered at Hedgesville Elementary School - where
it all begin - the first school approached and to say “yes their school could benefit from a
backpack program.” With the help and direction of the Mountaineer Food Bank, which oversees
the backpack programs throughout West Virginia, the Berkeley County BackPack Program was
born in the Fall of 2010. We started by helping 36 students at Hedgesville Elementary School
and then added more schools as the funds and resources would allow. Over the course of the 5
years, we have expanded to 25 Berkeley County Schools and feeding over 650 students. Our
event sponsor for the evening was Smallwood and Small Insurance.
We would not be where we are today without the support of the community. The communities in all of Berkeley County have
embraced our mission. It takes just such a group of dedicated people to feed 650 students each and every week. One day, our hope
is we will be celebrating that a program like ours is no longer needed but until that time comes, we will work together to fight
hunger! Thank you to the many businesses, schools, clubs, organizations, churches, individuals and families who support us. We
are making a difference… one bag of food at a time!

2015 Board of Directors (L-R): Tammy Walker, Danielle Riley, Lisa Henry,
Becky Almeter, Cindy Barber, Roz Eiler, Jennifer Yeater, Marcy Cathey
Carla Hopkins of
Roses Garden &
Treasures Florists
and Gifts accepts
the Top Drop Box
certificate from
Executive Director,
Jennifer Yeater.
The shop collected
425.35 lbs. of food.

Top Drop Box/Collection Site

Attendees enjoyed cheese and sweets!

Plaques and Certificates were presented to many businesses and individuals
recognizing their active participation in BackPack activities.

Vicki Pridgen from Hollingsworth
Logistics receives the award for the
2nd half of 2015. Hollingsworth
was recognized for going “above
and beyond” to help the BackPack
Program; helping to unload food,
allowing employees to bag each and
every week, collecting needed food
items and always willing to lend a
helping hand.

Outstanding Volunteer & Outstanding Business Award

The BackPack Officers (L-R): Lisa Henry, Amy Hess,
Patty Kinder, DeDe Mastromatteo, Heather Hall.

2015 Income Totals
21%

Source

8%
20%

3%
24%
24%

Cash
Provided

Churches

$7,129

Businesses

$75,969

Food Purchased
Non-Food Expenses

$5,722

$17,892

Schools

$2,775

Individuals

$21,221

Grants

$21,745

Fundraisers

$18,958

Misc.
Churches
Businesses
Schools
Individuals
Grants
Fundraisers
Misc.

2015 Total Expenses

7%

$370

Donated Food = 45,663 pounds = $68,495

93%

Our Annual “Where It Goes” Information
Upcoming Activities
March 15 : “Scholarship Fund Spirit Night” to be held at Hoss’s Steak & Sea House
195 Aikens Center in Martinsburg
May 2nd: “Holes Fore Hunger” Golf Tournament held at The Woods Golf Course:
Teams and Sponsors are signing up now.
th
May 14 : “The Yard Sale” held at The Woods: Great bargains and - new this year unusual handmade items for sale
th
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We Love Our Sponsors!
Shockey Properties, Kisner Communications, Rocketfuel Design Company,
Jefferson Distributing Co.Inc, Jefferson Security Bank, Strategic Resolutions
Experts, Inc., Rust-Oleum Corporation and Employees, Arden United
Methodist Church, Berkeley County Public Schools Federal Credit Union,
Bayer Heritage Federal Credit Union, Clary Grove - Martinsburg Center,
Tomahawk Christian Church, Our Class St. Luke’s United Methodist
Church, Family Life Church of God, One Hope Ministries International,
Gerrardstown United Methodist Church, South Berkeley United Methodist
Men, Bunker Hill Presbyterian Church, Butler’s Chapel United Methodist
Church, Martinsburg Civitan Club, Hedgesville Lions Club, Loyal Order of
the Moose - Martinsburg Lodge #120, Marlowe Ruritan Club, United Way
of the Eastern Panhandle, Save-A-Lot, RESA 8 Head Start Policy Council,
Shiley Acres, Winchester Avenue Christian Church, Eastern West Virginia
Community Foundation, Boyd’s Steakhouse, Food Lion
Charitable Foundation, Wal-Mart
Businesses, organizations and churches that have donated over $100 from July 2015-December 2015.

